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Episode 1:  The Talking Snake
INTRODUCTION – Life Is Weird, Then You Die
THE STORY – Look Who’s Talking
Genesis 2:7-3:24
REFLECTION QUESTION:  
Do you ever question the Bible’s reality?  If not, why not?
PROBING THE PROBLEMS
J_________ + F_________ = D__________ to relationships

FYI:  

We don’t argue that the Bible is all __________________; we believe that it is all _____________.

FYI:  

Satan can use your second-hand ___________ against you. 
LEARNING OUR LESSONS
Life Lesson #1:  

Our lives are meant to be lived in daily _________ with God.
Life Lesson #2:

We were not created to ________ like God, only to _______ like him.
Matthew 22:39-40; John 13:35; Romans 13:8, 10; 1 Corinthians 13:1-4; 
Galatians 5:14; Ephesians 5:2; Colossians 3:14; 1 Peter 4:8

Revelation 12:10
Also see… 

Matthew 7:1-7; 30:24-30; Romans 2:1-4; 14:4, 10. 12-13, 22-23; 
Titus 3:2; James 4:11-12

But what about…

Matthew 18:15-17; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 
2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15; 1 Timothy 1:20; 5:20
CONCLUSION – Two Foundational Truths
James 4:11-12
Recommended Reading…  Ethics, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer; Repenting of Religion, by Gregory A. Boyd; Knowing the Truth about God’s Love, by Peter Kreeft

HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS

Warming Up…

1. After briefly reviewing this week’s message, share one new thing you learned or one thing that most challenged, convicted, or encouraged you.

Look To The Book (Optional)…
2. Some passages look like we are to judge others to some degree.  How is the discernment and discipline of Matthew 18:15-17; Romans 16:17-18; 1 Corinthians 5:9-13; 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15; 1 Timothy 1:20; 5:20 different from the judgement that Christians are not supposed to participate in?

Talk Is Cheap…

3. Take about 1 hour for this exercise…  a) Review God’s call for us to love rather than judge people in Matthew 5:43-45; 9:36; Luke 10:5; Titus 3:2; James 4:11.  b) Walk or carpool to a local public place (a mall, a park, a busy street, etc.) and spend 15 minutes watching different people pass by.  (If people do not pass by, then you should stay mobile so you can observe numerous people during your time.)  For the first 5 minutes, just observe.  For the next 3-5 minutes let yourself be aware of how busy your brain is, placing people automatically in categories of attractive/unattractive, intelligent/unintelligent, fit/unfit, nice/rude, good/bad, etc..   For a final 5-10 minutes, determine to hold only one thought toward each person you observe: that they are someone of infinite worth to God, someone who he chose to die for, someone he is crazy about, flaws and all.  c) Return to your Home Church and discuss your experience.  What happened inside you during each phase?  What did you think?  What did you feel?  What lessons is God teaching you?  d) How does your experience coincide with Jesus’ experience in Matthew 9:36?  
4. Try this same exercise during the week with people you know, but have a challenge loving consistently.

So What?…
5. In what areas of life do you tend to have the mind of the Accuser (Revelation 12:10) rather than the mind and heart of Christ?  Pray for each other to become the people of outrageous love we are created to be.
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