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Romans 1:18-32 

A QUICK SUMMARY… 
1. God loves us and therefore offers us the best way to live. 
2. He reveals his character (through nature) and our calling (through conscience). 
3. Although we know better, we reject God and go our own way. 
4. God respects our decision (as his image bearers) and gives us over to our own way. 
5. We spiral downward, now unable to reverse course. 
6. Our downward spiral can be seen in overt ways (e.g., idolatry and homosexual 

practice), but is happening to all of us in hidden ways (e.g., envy, greed, arrogance). 
7. We are all guilty, especially those who condone rather than help or who judge while 

blind to their own participation in the process. 

The Gospel is God’s power to interrupt this process. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
WHY ARE WE ALL UNDER GOD’S WRATH?... 
a. No one is under wrath for rejecting the Gospel if they have not heard it and do not 

know it. 
b. But people do place themselves in the way of wrath by rejecting what they HAVE 

heard, what they DO know, what they CLAIM to believe. 
c. People’s moral standards are always better than their behaviour. 
d. Everyone has, to some extent, rejected the light they have been given. 
e. Therefore, everyone is under wrath and in need of rescue. 
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TAKE OUT #1: 
If getting what you want may be a form of God’s wrath, then not getting 
what you want may be a form of God’s ___________________.  Live all 
of life with gratitude (v. 21). 
  
TAKE OUT #2: 
Once we abandon what we know to be true about God (1:18-25), we will 
abandon what we know to be true about _________________ (1:26-32). 
 
TAKE OUT #3: 
Although homosexual practice may _______________________ human 
brokenness better than most sin, all sin is a result of that same 
brokenness of which we equally experience.   
 
TAKE OUT #4: 
It is at least as wrong to _______________ of sin as to practice it (1:32). 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
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WARMING UP & REVIEW… 
1. Use your notes to review this week’s message.  As you go, talk about what 

challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you. 
LOOK TO THE BOOK… 
2. Reread our key text (1:18-32).   

a) How is God’s wrath similar to and yet different to God’s love (also see 5:8-9)?  
According to the text, how does his wrath work in the world today? 

b) In what ways could we say “freedom” is slavery?  (What is Paul’s antidote for this 
in 1:1?) 

c) Paul suggests all people know the truth (1:18-19) and even know God (1:21).  In 
what ways do you think that is true?  So, why don’t all people claim to know 
God?  What might be some implications of this regarding the different ways we 
talk about the Gospel with people?   

d) How does 2:1 sum up Paul’s point? 
3. Read ahead.  What questions does 2:1-3:20 raise for you? 
SO WHAT?… 
4. Take a few minutes to read silently and reflectively through the examples of sin 

mentioned in this week’s passage (Romans 1:18-32), from idolatry (1:25) to enabling 
(1:32).  Ask God to reveal to you ways that you participate in these things and for help 
changing your course of direction.   

5. If you think it would be helpful, talk about your areas of repeated weakness and pray 
for each other regarding this. 

Bruxy Cavey @ THE MEETING HOUSE – Sunday, February 6 / 13, 2005 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

� � � � �� ���� 	 � � 
� � �� 
 � � �� � � �� � � � �
�

�� � � � � � � � �� � 	
 	� 	� � 
 �� � � � �� � 	� � 	� � � � 	
 

Romans 1:16 
 
 

� � � � 	� � 	� � � 	� � � � 	
Romans 1:18-32 

A QUICK SUMMARY… 
1. God loves us and therefore offers us the best way to live. 
2. He reveals his character (through nature) and our calling (through conscience). 
3. Although we know better, we reject God and go our own way. 
4. God respects our decision (as his image bearers) and gives us over to our own way. 
5. We spiral downward, now unable to reverse course. 
6. Our downward spiral can be seen in overt ways (e.g., idolatry and homosexual 

practice), but is happening to all of us in hidden ways (e.g., envy, greed, arrogance). 
7. We are all guilty, especially those who condone rather than help or who judge while 

blind to their own participation in the process. 

The Gospel is God’s power to interrupt this process. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
WHY ARE WE ALL UNDER GOD’S WRATH?... 
a. No one is under wrath for rejecting the Gospel if they have not heard it and do not 

know it. 
b. But people do place themselves in the way of wrath by rejecting what they HAVE 

heard, what they DO know, what they CLAIM to believe. 
c. People’s moral standards are always better than their behaviour. 
d. Everyone has, to some extent, rejected the light they have been given. 
e. Therefore, everyone is under wrath and in need of rescue. 
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TAKE OUT #1: 
If getting what you want may be a form of God’s wrath, then not getting 
what you want may be a form of God’s ___________________.  Live all 
of life with gratitude (v. 21). 
  
TAKE OUT #2: 
Once we abandon what we know to be true about God (1:18-25), we will 
abandon what we know to be true about _________________ (1:26-32). 
 
TAKE OUT #3: 
Although homosexual practice may _______________________ human 
brokenness better than most sin, all sin is a result of that same 
brokenness of which we equally experience.   
 
TAKE OUT #4: 
It is at least as wrong to _______________ of sin as to practice it (1:32). 
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
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WARMING UP & REVIEW… 
1. Use your notes to review this week’s message.  As you go, talk about what 

challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you. 
LOOK TO THE BOOK… 
2. Reread our key text (1:18-32).   

e) How is God’s wrath similar to and yet different to God’s love (also see 5:8-9)?  
According to the text, how does his wrath work in the world today? 

f) In what ways could we say “freedom” is slavery?  (What is Paul’s antidote for this 
in 1:1?) 

g) Paul suggests all people know the truth (1:18-19) and even know God (1:21).  In 
what ways do you think that is true?  So, why don’t all people claim to know 
God?  What might be some implications of this regarding the different ways we 
talk about the Gospel with people?   

h) How does 2:1 sum up Paul’s point? 
3. Read ahead.  What questions does 2:1-3:20 raise for you? 
SO WHAT?… 
4. Take a few minutes to read silently and reflectively through the examples of sin 

mentioned in this week’s passage (Romans 1:18-32), from idolatry (1:25) to enabling 
(1:32).  Ask God to reveal to you ways that you participate in these things and for help 
changing your course of direction.   

5. If you think it would be helpful, talk about your areas of repeated weakness and pray 
for each other regarding this. 
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