Genesis 1:26-28; 3:17-18
Romans 6:23

Romans 8:18-27
A QUICK SUMMARY....

1. Paul is in the middle of a discussion about living the Spirit-infused life, as opposed to
the merely law-abiding life of chapter 7. When we place our trust in Christ, we receive
God’s Spirit who leads us to relate to God as our Dad and who guides us as his
children. As God'’s children, like Christ we look forward to future glory and present
suffering.

2. Paul does not try to hide the fact that believers suffer, but in fact he highlights it.

3. In this passage Paul’s language reveals the paradox of our time — that we live in the
overlap of the ages, a wrinkle in time, an in-between season of salvation begun-but-
not-finished, of the now-not-yet of the Kingdom, of being God's children and yet
awaiting our adoption, of first fruits and down payments of the Spirit, of the unfolding
of salvation received yet still hoped for, between inauguration and consummation.

4.  Our suffering in this life is in tune with the suffering of creation. Paul personifies
creation, which is typical for Jewish writing (e.g., Psalm 19:1-4; 65:12-13, etc.). He
sees it as eagerly and desperately looking forward to future freedom from slavery.

Isaiah 11:1-9; 65:17, 25

5. As creation suffers, so do God's children, likewise looking forward to our future
freedom and adoption as God'’s kids.

6. Not only does creation “groan” and we groan, but so does God. He empathizes with
his creation and his children by his Spirit praying for and through us in ways that are
beyond words.

TAKE OUT #1:
When we suffer & groan we are in tune with present reality (v. 22).

TAKE OUT #2:
is not just talking to God, but feeling with God (v. 26-27).

TAKE OUT #3:

Creation’s well-being is responsibility and privilege. Creation is
intimately tied to spiritual status and activity. Just as
salvation is linked to Christ, so creation’s liberation is linked to
becoming all that we were meant to be. Until then, creation is paying the
price for sin, selfishness, and abdication of responsibility. So,
when we work for the health of the planet, we are in tune with God’s goal
for creation and his plan for us.

Romans 8:28
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WARMING UP & REVIEW...

1. Discuss the implications of this quote by John Stott: The universe is not going to be
destroyed, but rather liberated, transformed and suffused with the glory of God. (Why
would he say something like that in light of verses like 2 Peter 3:10-137)

@ Use your notes to review this week's message. As you go, talk about what
challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you.

LOOK TO THE BOOK...

Review our key text (Romans 8:18-27).

a. What verse or thought stands out to you the most? Why?

b. As an adopted member of the family of God, how would you evaluate your
contribution as a family member?

c. What is Paul getting at by saying that we are now God'’s children (8:14-17)
yet we are still awaiting our full adoption (8:23)?

d. In what ways does 8:24 sum up the now-not-yet paradox of Christian
salvation?

e. What do we learn about God in 8:267 List as many truths as you can.

f.  Using this passage as your foundation, how would you respond to someone
who asked, “If there is a God, why is there so much suffering in the world?”

SO WHAT?...

‘ In light of TAKE OUT #2, talk about how you have experienced God’'s empathic
presence in your prayer life and/or how you would like to grow in this area and what
steps you plan to take.
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