GOOD NEWS: God never treats you like a ora
He calls you by name.

Exodus 33:12, 17; Isaiah 43:1; 45:3-4
John 10:1-30; Revelation 2:17

Romans 8:28-39

A BRIEF SUMMARY...

1. Up to this point, Paul has taught astonishing things: all people are invited to become
part of the true Israel, God’'s people of faith, and are infinitely valuable to God.
However, our status as God's people does not mean we can avoid suffering, but
rather that, like Jesus, God’s people will gladly participate in the world’s
suffering. The Spirit within us will groan with us as we groan with creation.

2. When we voluntarily suffer with creation, we are living like Jesus. But when suffering
becomes a normal part of our experience we may be tempted to lose sight of the big
picture, including God'’s love for us. Paul now drives home the point of God’s limitless
love.

3.  Paul seems quite comfortable admitting the things he does not know (Romans 8:26; 1
Corinthians 1:16; 13:12; 2 Corinthians 12:2-3; Philippians 1:22), because he is
absolutely certain of the things that matter most. God, he knows, does not let any
event go to waste.

4. Note that the “all things” of verse 28 must include the suffering of verse 17 and the
groaning of verse 23. Paul is not saying that God makes everything work out the way
we want it to (which would usually mean we avoid suffering) but that God doesn't let
our suffering go to waste! (See Genesis 50:20.)

5. We can be assured of our future. God’s goal for us is complete conformity to Christ.
Our assurance of God accomplishing his goal is so great that Paul speaks of our
future judgement verdict of innocent and our future glorification in past tense
(“prophetic past”).

6. This perspective, of God's loving involvement, changes everything. Paul does not ask
“Who is against us?” That list would be long. But “if God is for us” everything
changes.

7. We are ultimately assured of God's love through the cross. If God did THAT for us, he
will not let anything get in the way of his love.

8. Paul’s final volley of questions and assertions is more rhetoric than logic. He is not
arguing a point (he has already done that and done it well). He is driving his point
home. The section is designed to move beyond education to impact.

TAKE OUT #1:

We ought to view predestination as God’s to us that
he will finish the good things he has started and take us where we need
to go, not a philosophical concept in opposition to free will. (Phil. 1:6)

TAKE OUT #2:

To be conformed to Christ, to be re-made in God’'s image, means to
and like Christ, not just look and talk like him.

TAKE OUT #3:

When you doubt God’s heart or God’'s ways, ponder the
(5:8; 8:32)

TAKE OUT #4:
Don't just pray for God to your suffering, but look forward to
him your suffering to accomplish greater things. (1 Pet. 3:17-18)
TAKE OUT #5:
We are not conquerors. We are than that. Like Jesus,

we conquer through what appears like defeat. (2 Cor. 4:8-12; Col. 1:24)

Romans 8:26 vs. 28
Deuteronomy 29:29; John 9:25
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WARMING UP & REVIEW...

1. Discuss the implications of this quote by John Stott: We do not always understand
what God is doing, let alone welcome it. We are not told in Romans 8 that God is at
work for our comfort. But we know that in all things he is working towards our
supreme good.

@ Use your notes to review this week’'s message. As you go, talk about what
challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you.

LOOK TO THE BOOK...

Review our key text (Romans 8:28-39).

a. What verse or thought stands out to you the most? Why?

b. Linda K. Taylor writes, “The plan of predestination begins when we trust
Christ and comes to its conclusion when we become fully like him.” Discuss
how her thought interacts with 8:29-30.

c. Like Jesus, Christ-followers gladly suffer for the good of others. See how
this idea is worked out in 2 Corinthians 4:8-12; Colossians 1:24; and 1
Peter 3:17-18. Discuss the ways these passages intersect with Romans 8.

SO WHAT?...

‘ Let’s take 10-15 minutes to practice the lost art of meditation/contemplation. Quietly
ponder Romans 831-39. Mentally chew on each phrase. Ask how each phrase
relates to you in relationship with God. When done, re-gather and share your
thoughts. Pray for each other in light of things shared.
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