Galatians 3:12; Hebrews 12:2

A QUICK SUMMARY....

1. Paul has just been talking about God’s sovereign right to invite whoever he wants into
his Kingdom, even if that means ‘those kinds’ of people. But this raises the question,
if Jews are truly being invited, why are they not responding as readily as the Gentiles?
To help answer this question, Paul quotes and alludes to more Bible verses in this
chapter than in any other.

2. 10:1... Paul reiterates the same heart attitude as in 9:2-3. He desires and prays for
his fellow Israelites. The issue is salvation. Lineage and heritage are not enough.

3. 10:2-4... Religious Jews are so zealous for the Law, and for their own status as
God'’s covenant people, that they find the plot twist of Jesus too much to grasp. But
our gaze should move from the Law to Christt who is the
end/goal/termination/culmination (Gk., telos) of the Law.

4. 10:5-8... Moses encouraged Israel (Deuteronomy 30) that the Law was now close to
them, in their mouth and heart. God had brought it to them; they did not have to go
searching for it. Likewise, says Paul, the word (Gk., rhema — a spoken or proclaimed
message; an utterance) of the Messiah's Gospel is close and available to all.

5. 10:9-10... Following Jesus begins with trusting in his truth and continues throughout
our lives by living out that faith in word and deed. It leads to a change in worldview
(e.g., resurrection) and change in allegiance — “Jesus is Lord”, the earliest Christian
confession of belief and identity (1 Corinthians 12:3).

6. 10:11-13... There is no longer a division of approaches to God. Jew and Gentile do
not have separate paths to follow. The Messiah, who is the LORD, is the way.

7. 10:14-17... We are called to be God’s delivery mechanism for the message of the
Messiah. Without our participation with God, how will anyone hear and respond?
Jesus is the originator of the message and the content of the message. The medium
is the message!

8. 10:18-21... Paul concludes that the problem with Jewish unbelief is not that they
haven't heard and don't know, but that they are stubborn.

TAKE OUT #1:
Turn into prayer, and prayer into action.
..Who are you praying for?

TAKE OUT #2:

As a collection of rules to be followed, the Law has come to an

But since the Old Testament directs us to Jesus, it will always endure as
a trustworthy . (Matthew 5:17-20; Romans 15:4)

When you fully trust and love God, you don't need rules in your
relationship. The purpose of rules is to help us loving, so real
love makes rules redundant.

TAKE OUT #3:

Faith is a life-long, relationship. You may start with
heart-level belief, but if real it should progress to mouth-level declaration.
(Matthew 10:32-33; Titus 1:16; 1 John 4:15)

Every part of the Body of Christ that helps deliver the Gospel is
(even when you are not the mouthpiece).

L #on $

WARMING UP & REVIEW...

1. Discuss the implications of this quote by John Stott: Christ and the law are both
objective realities, both revelations and gifts of God. But now that Christ has
accomplished our salvation by his death and resurrection, he has terminated the law
in that role.

Use your notes to review this week’s message. Take your time, be thorough, and as
you go, talk about what challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you.

LOOK TO THE BOOK...

Read Jesus’ story of and the Gracious Father & His Two Sons in Luke 15:11-32.
Discuss how this parable interacts with our key text, Romans 10, on the issues of: a)
Gentile Christians, b) Religious Jews, and c) God's disposition toward all people
groups. (Also see Isaiah 65:1-2.)

SO WHAT?...

‘ Re-read Paul’'s words about his own disposition toward non-believers in Romans 9:1-
3 & 10:1. Is there anyone in your life of whom you might feel the same way? Who
are you praying for as Paul prays for his Jewish friends? What are you doing to help
others hear the good news (10:14-17)? Pray together for beautiful feet.
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