A STUDY‘OF PAUL'S LETTER TO THE ROMANS

Matthew 7:12; Romans 12:21; Matthew 10:40; 25:40

Paul has turned the corner in his teaching to ask the all important “So What?”
question. He is now calling us to respond to everything he has taught so far.

12:3... Paul teaches by the “grace” (charis) given to him about how each Christ-
follower should use whatever gift (charisma) or gifts (charismata) they have to serve
others. Understanding who we are and our place in this family of faith is an important
aspect of living a God-pleasing life. The “measure of faith” we are all given could be:
a) SUBJECTIVE — The differing proportions of faith each person is given to help them
use their respective gifts, or b) OBJECTIVE — The standard of faith that all service
should be measured with.

12:4-5... Roman writings referred to the State as the “body” of the Emperor. Paul
borrows this imagery to refer to God’s people as a new kingdom, a new society. As
Christ’s body (also see 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 1:23; 4:12-16; 5:23, 30;
Colossians 1:24) we physically represent him in this world when we work together in
unified harmony, finding our complimentary part to play and doing it in cooperation
with other Christ-followers.

12:6-8... The seven gifts listed here are representative and illustrative, not exhaustive
or obligatory (also see 1 Corinthians 12:8-11; 28-31; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:10-
11). Paul's point is that whatever you are equipped to do, use it to serve the family of
faith. The strict line of division between supernatural gifts and natural abilities is not a
concern for Paul — nor should it be for us.

12:9-13... Paul knows that he is calling us to live counter to the cultural norms of his
day and ours regarding how and why to use our abilities, gifts, and talents. The world
we live in will teach us to use what we have to achieve personal success and, perhaps
at some point, to eventually give back into the community. Jesus calls us to a radically
different way of living. Therefore, Paul knows that whenever he talks about gifts and
abilities he should also talk about how to love the way Jesus loves (e.g., see 1
Corinthians 13 sandwiched between 12 & 14).

12:9... “Sincere Love” is the headline for this section. Love is, by its very nature, un-
pretentious. It lacks the self-consciousness of much social interaction. It is other-
centred, and thereby completely freeing. Love is far from mushy feelings (which, in
the end, are still excessively ego-centric), but includes a strong commitment toward
what is uplifting and away from what is destructive. We must abhor, loathe, despise
evil and cling (the Greek word refers to tight bonding, as in sexual relations — see 1
Corinthians 6:16-17) to what is good.

12:10... Our brotherly and sisterly love (philadelphia.) should be as committed as the
love of parents toward their children (philonexia). Brothers and sisters will stick up for

each other against outsiders, but within the home it is parents who more naturally
sacrifice for their children. Our love for each other should combine the best of both.

8. 12:11-13... The life of “sacrifice” (12:1) is to be lived out with joy, hope, and passion.
We should also turn outside our church family experience to pursue opportunities to
share this love with strangers. The Greek text has a wordplay between verse 13 and
verse 14. Literally it reads, “Pursue the love of strangers, and bless those who pursue
you!” Love is not a reaction to another’s action. It is an initiating act!

TAKE OUT #1.:

We not only belong to Jesus, we belong to (12:5).
TAKE OUT #2:

Although we can represent Christ well by ourselves, we represent him
best in committed We should not aim to be unified
despite our diversity. We should strive to be consciously unified AND
diverse!

TAKE OUT #3:

No one spiritual gift is THE gift that ____ Christ-followers should manifest.
TAKE OUT #4:

The love we experience in Christian community (i.e., “church”) should be
any one form of human love (12:10).
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12:11b; 1 Thessalonians 5:19
If something in our lives dampens our passion for loving and serving the
way Jesus models and Paul teaches, we should
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WARMING UP & REVIEW...

1. Discuss the implications of this quote by Craig C. Hill: It is certain that Paul regarded
love as the pre-eminent and finally only necessary command.
Use your notes to review this week’s message, including our key text. As you go, talk
about what challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you.

LOOK TO THE BOOK...
Read over Romans 12:3-13 in different translations. a) Does anything new stand out
to you while hearing the same message presented differently? b) Reflect on verse 3.
Is there any group or demographic you are a part of that can tend to think more highly
of themselves than they ought? (Race, age/stage, status, position, gender, etc.)?
How could you help counter this tendency in the life of the church? c¢) How might this
passage be used to suggest that Paul did not believe any one spiritual gift (e.g.,
tongues) should be pursued by all Christians? d) See Look To The Book point #8.
Can you think of any ways that your Home Church might better “pursue opportunities
to love strangers”?

4. Read Romans 12:14-13:7. How would you summarize Paul's teaching on the
contrasting roles of the Church and State?

SO WHAT?...
Review Romans 12:5. Take a few moments (3-5 minutes) to meditate on this verse.
What is God showing you about your attitudes, actions, and beliefs regarding the
Church, the Body of Christ? Pray for each other regarding these things.
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