
 
 

PART 5: WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR? 
 
I want to feel sunlight on my face 
I see the dust cloud disappear  
Without a trace 
I want to take shelter from the poison rain 
Where the streets have no name 

- U2 
 
Heaven -- the treasury of everlasting life. 

- William Shakespeare 
 
The future is like heaven - everyone exalts it, 
but no one wants to go there now." 

- James Arthur Baldwin 
 
Heaven is God's dimension of the created 
order, whereas 'earth' is the world of space, 
time and matter that we know. 

– N. T. Wright 
 
 

No New Testament writer thought that God 
intended to bring the world or the space-time 
continuum to a dead halt, to be replaced by 
life in a disembodied condition in heaven. 
Heaven, even in the Book of Revelation, is 
viewed as an interim destination, not a final 
destination. It is just a way station along the 
way to the resurrection and the new heaven 
and new earth that will arrive after the return 
of Christ and his full establishment of the 
Kingdom on earth, as it is in heaven. 
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed 
for her husband.  

- Revelation 21:1-2 (NIV) 
 
The world into which we shall enter in the 
Parousia  [Second Coming] of Jesus Christ is 
therefore not another world; it is this world, 
this heaven, this earth; both, however, 
passed away and renewed. It is these forests, 
these fields, these cities, these streets, these 
people, that will be the scene of redemption. 

 - Edward Thurneysen 



We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up 
to the present time. Not only so, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the 
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. 

- Romans 8:22-23 (NIV) 
 
 
God subjected the whole creation to 
frustration by putting the Curse not only on 
mankind but also on the earth (Genesis 
3:17). Why? Because human beings and the 
earth are inseparably linked. And as together 
we fell, together we shall rise. God will 
transform the fallen human race into a 
renewed human race and the present Earth 
into the New Earth. 

- Randy Alcorn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let the sea resound, and everything in it,  
       the world, and all who live in it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands,  
       let the mountains sing together for joy; 
let them sing before the LORD,  
       for he comes to judge the earth.  
       He will judge the world in righteousness  
       and the peoples with equity. 

- Psalm 98:7-9 (TNIV) 
 
 
 


