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Acts 15:22, 28 
Matthew 7:12 
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Romans 13:8-15:13 

 
1. Paul has just finished discussing the Church’s role as manifesting God’s love to this 

world and the State’s role as manifesting God’s justice through wrath.  Now he turns 
his focus back to the love Christ-followers should manifest. 

2. 13:8-10…  Clearly echoing the teaching of Jesus (e.g., Matthew 5:17; 7:12; 22:37-
40), Paul plainly says that love is the fulfillment of the law (also see Galatians 5:14).  
This concept summarizes the practical implications of the shift for God’s people from 
an Old Covenant way of living to a New Covenant way of living.  Law leads to asking 
“Can I do this?”  Love leads to asking “Should I do this?”   

3. 13:11-14…  What time is it?  It is that twilight hour between night and dawn, the start 
of the day when we should be preparing to start our day’s activities, not entertaining 
ourselves as though the day has ended.  Our response should be to wake up and get 
dressed.  It is now our “existential moment of opportunity and decision” (Stott).   

4. 14:1-15:13…  Now we see a practical example of how a life of love is more adaptable 
and relational than a life of law could ever be.  Paul teaches us how our guiding 
principle of love can bring us and keep us together, even when there is significant 
disagreement on lifestyle issues. 
·  WEAK & STRONG: The “weak” are probably those who have embraced the 

Gospel by faith and believe it theologically, but still wrestle with emotional 
sensitivities regarding behaving in ways that would break the Torah.  Following 
Jesus is new to them and they have not yet matured in grace.  The “strong” are 
those mature believers who, like Paul, have fully grown into a lifestyle of love and 
do not worry about the details of Torah observance. 

·  ACCEPTANCE VS. AGREEMENT: We must embrace as family those who follow 
Jesus, even if we do not agree about all lifestyle issues (14:1; 15:7).. 

·  JUDGEMENT: When we judge another person we are treading on the role of 
God in their life, and trying to be “like God” in this regard takes us back to Eve’s 
original temptation.  As Christ-followers we live for and submit to Jesus as our 
Master and Judge rather than looking sideways to try to get each other in trouble 
(14:4-13). 

·  SUPPORTING EACH OTHER: Our resolve should be to never trip up our fellow 
brothers and sisters, but to always be an encouragement to them in their faith 
(14:13). 

·  MATURITY: Although we must not hurt or destroy the weak by scandalous 
behaviour, we must also help them grow strong, reminding them of the power of 
the Gospel.  Our goal should be to see the weak become strong, not to help 
them stay weak (14:15-16). 

·  KINGDOM: The Kingdom of God is not manifest in religious laws, but in the 
internal holiness, peace, and joy of the Holy Spirit (14:17). 

·  MORALITY & MOTIVATION: Even a good thing can become evil if done with the 
wrong attitude (14:20). 

·  SCRIPTURE: Paul uses the Old Testament to support his position, believing it 
pointed the way.  Even if it no longer functions as divine law, it is still a source of 
divine instruction (15:3-12). 
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TAKE OUT #1: 
Acceptance is more important than ________________, and loving unity 
is sometimes more important than right _________________ (13:14-22). 
 
TAKE OUT #2: 
In situations of disagreement, our focus should be on the God-pleasing 
__________________ of others, not their mistaken beliefs (14:6-8). 
 
TAKE OUT #3: 
Talk about _________ you believe and you have disunity.   
Talk about _________ you believe and you have unity (15:6-7). 
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WARMING UP & REVIEW… 
1. Discuss the implications of this quote by Douglas Moo: God wants to form people 

transformed by the gospel into communities that reflect the values of the gospel.  
Vertical reconciliation with God must lead to horizontal reconciliation with one another.   

2. Use your notes to review this week’s message, including our key text – Romans 13:8-
15:13.  As you go, talk about what challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you. 

LOOK TO THE BOOK… 
3. According to this passage (especially 14:4), how is passing judgement on another 

person akin to playing God? 
4. If passing judgement should be left up to God (14:4), why would Paul council a kind of 

community judgement to be made over people involved in things like divisiveness 
(Titus 3:10-11) and sexual immorality (1 Corinthians 5)? 

5. Which of the following issues would you consider “disputable matters” (i.e., ethical 
electrons) among Christians that should not effect our expression of fellowship: a) 
drinking, b) modes of baptism, c) serving in the army, police, or government, d) gender 
roles in church, e) homosexual marriage, f) being argumentative and divisive. 

6. How can we strike a balance between the principles of 14:16 (standing up for the 
truth) and 14:22 (keeping what you believe to yourself)? 

7. Using 13:8-10 as a base, how would you explain to someone who was new to the 
message of Jesus the difference between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant?  
SO WHAT?… 

8. Take a few minutes to quietly meditate on 15:5-6.  Then share your thoughts with 
each other and pray for each other, the whole Meeting House family, and the world-
wide Body of Christ that we might experience the power of “atomic faith”. 

Bruxy Cavey @ THE MEETING HOUSE – Sunday, August 21 / 28, 2005 
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