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Romans 15:14-16:27 
  
1. Having finished the main portion of his letter, Paul now moves toward a conclusion, 

explaining his ministry and his motives, and offering final greetings.  
2. 15:14-14…    Leadership is often a ministry of reminding and Paul sees his letter to 

the Romans not so much as a new message (6:17), but a reminder of and further 
explanation of a message they have already embraced (1 Corinthians 15:1; 
Philippians 3:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:15; Hebrews 2:1; 2 Peter 1:12; 1 John 2:27). 

3. 15:15-16…  Paul speaks of himself as a priest ministering in the Temple, offering up 
his Gentile converts as living sacrifices to God (see 12:1).  The audacity of this way of 
talking cannot be minimized.  Paul’s message is irreligious and anti-institutional. 

4. 15:17-29…  Paul lays out his ministry credentials, resume, and plans.  He is Christ-
focussed in all that he preaches and all that he does.  He sees his role in the body of 
Christ as front lines evangelist and church planter.  His gifts are not best used if he 
merely trains the already converted, or explains Jesus yet again to those who have 
already heard about him.  Paul is called to take the Gospel to those who have never 
heard of Jesus and to build churches in these places out of new converts.  This is why 
he has not made coming to Rome a priority over the years, since there was already a 
church there.  But now he does want to come to Rome to collect support for his next 
missionary endeavour.  So at least one motivation for Paul to write his letter to the 
Romans is as a fundraising letter for his mission to Spain.  As far as we know, Paul 
never made it to Spain – but he did write Romans. 

5. 16:1-24…  Paul seems to have sent his letter with Phoebe who he commends to the 
Roman church as a deacon who has been of great help in many ways to many 
people.  He then greets many people that he knows in Rome, probably many who left 
Rome under compulsion of the edict of Claudius in 49 CE (Acts 18:2) but have 
returned since Nero lifted the ban in 54 CE.  That women were prominent partners in 
ministry and leaders in the early church is obvious from this list.  (But whether or not 
they held the office of Overseer/Elder/Pastor/Teacher or whether or not they ever 
should hold such an office cannot be decided from this text.) 

6. 16:25-27…  Paul has demonstrated complete ownership, complete ‘buy in’ of the 
message of Jesus, so much so that he can call it “my gospel”.  This Gospel is the 
revealing of what was a mystery in the Scriptures, but is now plain.  The Messiah has 
come and conquered through apparent defeat.  Faith is our response, but faith is not a 
mental ascent to certain facts (with or without evidence), but a lifestyle of trust. 
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TAKE OUT #1: 
Paul’s use of the Old Testament and the teaching of Jesus as an 
authoritative and trustworthy basis for his teaching and our use of Paul 
as authoritative, raises the question: How can _____________________ 
be authoritative in our lives?  

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 
TAKE OUT #2: 
Faith and obedience are conjoined concepts (16:26), so much so that 
non-believers are simply called “___________” (15:31 literal translation). 
  
TAKE OUT #3: 
The Gospel was not designed to produce new individuals, but a new 
____________________ out of renewed individuals. 

Ephesians 2:14-15 
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 15:33; 16:20; James 4:4 
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WARMING UP & REVIEW… 
1. Discuss the implications of this quote by Ben Witherington III: Paul’s proclamation was 

counter-cultural, subversive, imaginative, and prophetic and sought to advance the 
formation of a new community of transformed persons with renewed ways of thinking 
– and, therefore, behaving.   

2. Use your notes to review this week’s message, including our key text – Romans 
15:14-16:27.  As you go, talk about what challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you. 

LOOK TO THE BOOK… 
3. Along with Romans 15:14-15, look up the other Scriptures listed above in “Look To 

The Book”, point #2.  What is a significant value in reading our Bibles and attending 
Church?  Has this been your experience? 

4. In light of Romans 1:5; 15:18, 31; and 16:27 also see Take Out #3, how would you 
describe “faith” to someone who said that people of faith are just wishful thinkers? 

5. It would appear to anyone looking in that our church does not practice Romans 16:16, 
even though we say we believe that the Bible is authoritative in our lives.  How can we 
make such a claim, and yet not appear to practice this verse’s direct command?  What 
are the implications of this for how we read and apply all Scripture? 

SO WHAT?… 
6. How well are you living out the teaching of Romans 16:19?  What area of your ethical 

life (being wise toward good or innocent toward evil) needs the most help?  What 
practical steps could you take to grow in that area?  Pray for each other regarding this. 

Bruxy Cavey @ THE MEETING HOUSE –  August 28th / September 4th, 2005 
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