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Gustave Bardy, Historian: 
The idea of conversion in the sense we give 
it today, remained for a long time, perhaps 
until the arrival of Christianity, utterly foreign 
to the mentality of the Graeco-Roman world. 

  
Christians had the reputation of practicing three things:  

a) A_______________ 
 
b) C_______________ 
 
c) I________________ 

 
The early press on the Jesus movement is uniformly __________. 
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1. _____________________ 

 
Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48; Acts 1:8; 13:47 

 
 
2. _____________________ 

 
Matthew 7:13-14, etc. 

  
 
3. _______________________________ 

 
Galatians 2:20-21; 2 Corinthians 5:14; Acts 4:20 

  
  
  

1 Corinthians 9:19-23 
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Luke 19:10; John 20:21 

 
 
����	)�(')�	.(�# ��� ! #/	
WARMING UP & REVIEW… 
1. Explore and discuss the implications of this quote by Archbishop William Temple: The 

Church is the only society in the world which exists for the benefit of those who are not 
its members. 

2. Use your notes to review this week’s message.  As you go, talk about what 
challenged, perplexed, or encouraged you. 

LOOK TO THE BOOK… 
3. What do you think are the implications of passages like John 1:9; 4:35; 12:32; & 

16:8-9 for our attitude and emphasis when talking with people about Jesus? 
4. Review our key text (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).  a) What verse or thought stands out to 

you the most?  Why?  b) How is Paul’s thought in these verses related to the principle 
he mentions in 8:13?  c) What do you think Paul means when he says he is “free from 
all” (v. 19, literal translation)?  In what ways do you experience this same freedom?  d) 
What might the principles of v. 20 look like lived out in your life?  e) What might the 
principles of v. 21 look like lived out in your life?  f) Can you think of any examples 
from the book of Acts where Christ-followers lived out these principles? 

SO WHAT?… 
5. Read Matthew 9:36-38 and pray accordingly for you, your Home Church, The 

Meeting House, and all area churches. 
HOMEWORK… 
6. Read ahead.  What questions does Romans 8:18-39 raise for you? 

Bruxy Cavey @ THE MEETING HOUSE – Sunday, September 4 / 11, 2005 
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