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INTRODUCTION - Why Is THAT In The Bivle?
Hebrews 4:12; Z Timothy 3:16-17

The question we must sk is _ is all Scvipture “useful”?

THE STORY - Left-Handed Tevvovism
Judges 3:12-31

®  (ontext: c. 1314-1295 BCE, continued fighting for the promised lamd after their
success at Jevicho.

®  Cycle of Failure & Forgiveness: Disobedience 2 Judgement > Repewtamce =
Delivevamce > Disdbedience > Judgewment 2> Repentance 2 Deliveramce > etc.

®  Fglon: The "Pat calf” king of the Moabites who conqueved Jeviche.

®  Fhud: A owe-wom, one-handed, unexpected assassination squad.

®  Deception: Is lying sometimes acceptable?

®  Double-Futendre: ‘| have a message (= an unknown thing) Lrom God for you.”

J Sexual Imagery: Privacy, blade, thigh, belly/womb, Hhvust (same as in 4:21), etc.
U Symbolic Male Rape Scene? The ultimate desecvation of am enemy king.

®  Assassination: Graphic Aestabilizing viclence akin to modevn tevvovism.

®  Escape: The Airty business of making o cleam getawary.

®  Discovery: How long Aoes it take a king to go potty?

®  Attack: Carching the enemy unprepaved because of emotional chaes.

®  /Adls Left mtact: If wot vejected amd Aestvoved, the cycle continues amd the
wext chapter is inevitable.

®  Peace: ..But only until 4:1.

LOOKING DEEPER - Reading Below The Lines

TAKE ouT #1| - Don't just follow the Bible; follow Jesus!
The Bible is wot just God’s message to us, but also the story of humam
to Pollow God's wmessage. Keep this in

wmind when reading.

Judges 17:¢; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25; John S139-40

TAKE OUT #2 - God prefers to use ‘lebt-handed” people!

GoA  tewds to  pavimer with people who have  ovvieus
n ovder to accomplish his plawms.

| Covinthiowms 1:17-31

CONCLUSION - Nothing Is Ever Just A Means Te An End

Ecclesiastes 9:10; Colossioms 3:17; | Covinthioms 1031

HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS

\rJﬂ\V’W\‘lV\g U[...

I. After briefly veviewing this week's message, shave owe new thing you leavned or one
thing that moest challenged, convicted, or encouraged you.

Lock To The Bock...

2. Read our main text, Judges 3:12-30. &) What verse stamds out to you the most i this
passage? Why? b) Notice the pattern i vevses 7-15 (a pattern which vecurs
thvoughout Hhe book of Judges). Do you ever see the same patter of Disobedience >
Judgement > Repentance 2 Deliveramce > Dissbedience 2 etc. in your life? How
567 ©) In what ways was Ehud’s left-handeduess am advamtage in this stovy? 4) What
aspects of your life sometimes cause you to feel like a left-handed person in a tvive
of vight-handed people? €) Ave theve ways GoA could use the “left-handedness” in
your life as am advantage for his puvposes? £) Why Ao you think the Bivle includes the
kind of detall it Aces n verses like 3:20-257 9) How Ao you think we should go about
telling childven these stovies? W) Isvael was prepaved to kill the Moavites, but
appavently Aid wot even consider destvoying their idols, which may have sevved to
pevpetuate the cycle of failuve. Does this remind you of amy avea or aspect of your
life? What needs to change?

3. The #ribalism of the OlA Testament led to ncreasing vidlewce (as Judges aptly
Hlustvates). ldentity was established amd Aefended based on bivkh amd bloodline.
) In light of this, what is the vadical siguificance of Jesus’ words in Matthew 12:4¢-
SO0 Mok 3:31-3S; Luke 8:19-21)7 Talk avout it. b) What “tvive” (pesple group, whether
set apavt by ethnicity, age, gendey, status, ntelligence, appeavance, or other tHhings)
Ao you find most Aifficult to love like Jesus?

So What,..

4. Read over the three Scviptures i the “CONCLUSION” of the message above. In light
of this week’s Home Church discussion, what is one avea of you life that you feel
wmost convicted to chamge? What is oue thing you cam Ao this week to pavtner with
God to bring the chamge you wamt to see? Pray for each other concerning this.
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