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INTRODUCTION - The Value o8 Wisdom

Pvovevbs 2:6; 4:7-8

THE STORY - Reading People, Loving others

l Kings 3,8, & 11

®  ConTEXT: Dawid is dead ama Solomon, David’s sow by Bathsheba, is King of Isvael.

®  MARRUGE ALLIANCE: Despite the clear teaching of Tovalh (Exodus 23:32-33; 34:12-1¢;
Deutevonomy 7:34), Solomon’s Livst move is to use mavviage to buld alliamces with
Loveign kingdoms (3:1-2), a wmove which technically obeys the letter of the law
(mavvying om Egyptiom had not beew specifically forbidden), but wisses the spivit.
This becomes o foveshadow of his *Achilles’ heel”.

. wisDom: Because Solomon (Fov Hhe most pavt) Lollows God’s ways, Goa tells Solomon he
coam ask for anything he wamts amd God will gramt it. Solomon asks Lor wisdom amd,
vecause he asks with a heavt in tune with God’s heavt, God gives him that amd
wove.

®  ONE OF My FAVOURITE OLD TESTAMENT SCENES: Two women both claim to be the mother
of one baby amd ask Solomon to Aecide between them. He Aiscevus who the veal
wother is in o scene of shrewd creativity.

®  DECEPTION: IS lying / Aeception / pretending sometimes movally acceptavle?

U] BUILDING GoD’s TEmPLE: Solomon bullds o wevship centve fov God - ome that will
Lunction as & symwal of Jesus amd later his people.

®  SolomoN’s AcHILLES  HEEL: Again, Aespite the clear teaching of Tovah (Exedus 23:32-
33; 34:12-1¢; Deutevonomy 7:3-4; 17:16-17), Solomon amasses excessive wealth and
wmavvies multiple foreign women. Eventually the promise of Scripture comes tvue -
Solomon loses his loyalty to God anad all Isvael subbers the consequences.

o A DVDED KingDom: Because of Solomon’s selfish heavt, Isvael entevs into prolongea
struggle amd Aivision o two kingdems - Isvael to the wovth and Judah to the
south.

LOOKING DEEPER - Reading Below The Lines

TAKE OUT #| — Wispom is THREE-DIMENSIONAL. IT FUNCTIONS UBOVE THE PAGE”. IT MAKES
DECISIONS BY EXAMINING HEARTS RATHER THAN FACTS.
Bible stories amd Bible vules ave wot meant to be windlessly copied or obeyed. Al

nawvvatives omd laws point to principles that ave found in Chvist.
John £:2-11

TAKE OUT #2 — OUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED WHEN WE ASk WITH THE HEART OF GOD TOWARD
OTHERS.
Why AId God gramt Solomon wisdom AND wmove? Because his heavt was veady for the

vesponsivility, Aemonstvatred i his sthev-centredness.
John 14:13-14; Matthew 21:22

TAKE OUT #3 - GoD’s PEOPLE SHOULD AVOID COVENANTS OF VULNERABILITY WITH NON-
BELIEVERS.
Like Isvarel, Chvist-Lollowers should be open-heavted people. But Hhat means we must also
protect our heavts from pavadoxical situations - ones wheve we wust simultanesusly

struggle to guavd amad give our heawt n the same velationship.
Exodus 23:32-33; 34:12-1¢; Deutrevonomy 7:3-4; 2 Covinthians ¢:14

TAKE OUT #4 - SIN AVOIDANCE SHOULD NOT BE OUR PRIMARY GOAL. FOLLOWING GOD’S HEART

Is. JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE.
Why is Solowon vebuked £or not being devored to the LORD “as David his Lather had
veew”, when Dawvid’s life was also mavked by extreme sins?
| Kings 11:4-9; | Peter 1:15-1¢; Luke 7:34-35; Matthew 23:24

CONCLUSION - Wisdow Is Wovth Asking For

Jawmes |5

HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS

WARMING UP,..

I. After briebly reviewing this week’s message, shave one wew thing you leavned or one thing that
wost challenged, convicted, ov encouraged you.

Look To THE Book...

2. Read | Kings |l:1-14. &) What verse stamds out to you the wost m this passage? Why? b)
Solomon’s “Achilles’ heal” seemed to be women. For us, this might tramslate that our weakwess is
sex, ov poov judgement i choosing pavtuers, or just o low tolevance for aloneness causing us to
Aespise ouv singleness vather tham sevve God Lully n it. Cam you velate to Solomon’s weakwess in
any way? Talk about it. <) David was guilty of adultery amd wmuvdev, amd yet he is
vemembered n this passage as a mam whose heavt was exewmplavy. How is Hhis possivle? 4) Se,
David’s heart was basically God-wawd Locussed, but he vepeatedly got himsel to tevvivle
trouble. Solomon’s heart may have started out like Dawvid’s, but became mcreasingly ego-
cewtvic amd less inclined to put Goa fivst. The question is, who Ao you velate to wmost? Why? e)
Notice Goa speaks divecHy to Solomon  this chapter (amd elsewhere), something that is wot
vecorded as happening to any other King of Isvaiel, even David. Ave theve amy troamsferable
lessous in this Lor us? Think avout it. [Elders, feel free to call me.] :0)

So WHATY,..

3. Wisdom is & gift from Goad (Proverbs 2:6), but it is also ouv vesponsivility to get (Proverbs 4:7-8). o)
How com both be tvue? b) Read James |:S. What avea in your life Ao you tend to lack the
wisdom you need? Pray for it together.
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