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INTRODUCTION - Mid-East tewsion has long voots!
(So Aoces Jesus’ commitment to non-violent vesponse to conblict)
Gen 16:11-12; Gew |7:18-20; Matt $:39-48

THE STORY - & Recipe for Disaster (ov o pavty?) 2 kings ¢:8-23

®  Solowmen’s legacy: a Aivided Kingdowm, ama neighbouving natious who vegam to
attempt take-overs amd Aominate the trade voutres

®  King of Avam: of the Syviams, a Sewmitic people, going back o Shem (Noah's sow)
amd velated to Jacob's offspring Hhvough mavviage to Rebecca as well

®  Spies: Frustration of invasion plams leads to intelligence veports

o The stowt of things o come: this stovy s Lollowed by vepeatred attempts at
conquest

®  Avcheodlogical digs in vecent decades veveal a vobust society in the avea at
this Hime, including a very strong Samaviom Lovtress amd kingdom, into which
Elisha brought this advancing fovce

®  Elisha: the oviginal protégé of the prophet Elijalh, this prophet is vespected,
powevtul n his own vight, and often consulted by kings. His “chaviots of five”
vevelation to his sevvamt provides o type of wivroring expevience to Eljal’s
Avomatic Aepavtuve.

- Unbelievable! That Elisha opevated so calmly in the face of such lavge
opposition, that om avmy could be led into the heavt of enewmy tevvitory, that
two swmall people could be aware of spivitual beings and act upon it so boldly,
that amimosity amd imminent wilitawy conblict between peoples could e turmed
o & pawty!

LOOKING DEEPER - Reading between the lines of the Daily Planet

Toake-out #1 - Supevhevoes cave - genevosity today provides credivility

Toake-out#2 - Supevhevoes react Aifferently to threats & Aanger

A God-centved calm in the face of domgev cveates i those who
play howdvall,  “__ "oPten enables pesple a positive amd simple wary
to side-step viclence

Luke 4:24-30; John §:59; John 1039

Toake-out#3 - Superhevoes have special vision — amd they help othevs
shave i+
The power of Laith is n its opening of our eyes to - Jesus-
Lollowers Ao the umpelievavle asthey others to see this lavger veality
omd act upow i+ with them

Eph 6:1088; Heb | 1:1-2; 2 Cov 4:18; Heb | 1:27; Joln 20:29

Take-out #4 - Superhevoes kill with kinduess - they boldly lead others
to unexpected places
Theve is little so profoundly moving as to find the one you sought o hawvm inviting you
to thelr table - othevs ave move likely to be impacted by our pavties, tham by our
preaching

Prov 25:21; Rowm 12:20-21

CONCLUSION - Planning Suvprise Pavties
Matthew 9:9-19; Luke 19:2-9

tomovvow

Gewevosity , _Aeeply reassuves people, ama genevates tvust
| Peter 2:12; Galatiams ¢:9-10; | Tim ¢:17-19

HoME CHURCH QUUESTIONS...
Wawvwming Up ...

. APter briebly reviewing this week’s message, shave one wew thing you leavned, or one thing that wost
challenged, convicted, or encouraged you.

2. sShave any instomces where you weve expecting the worst £rom someone, ouly to encounter the
opposite. How Aid this aflect you?

Look +o the Book ...

3. Read the passage again, to vetresh ou the stovy - Il Kings €:8-23. How Aid Isvaiel’s vecent past open
thew to increased danger of nvasion? The Arameans came from similar ethnic ovigins - see Gen
16:11-12, 17:18-20; 22:21-23. How would you chavactevize God's view of Hhem amd tHheir futuve as
Hagaw was sent away? How might this mform our umderstamding of God’s cave amad plans for those
from Aifevent cultuves? Consider Johw 4:1-29, Luke 24:46-47, Mawk T7:24-29 oamA comment on how Jesus
hoamdled these kinds of issues. Any thoughts on how these issues intersect with cuvvent wovld eveuts
i the wmid-east?

4. Read Proverbs 25:21; Rom 12:20-21 amd Aiscuss Hhe way in which hospitality, meeting basic weeds, or
providing friendship amd “a place at the tavle” cam abbect Hhose who may be struggling with each
other relationally. How cam it alse add to tewsion? How might this abfect the wature of our cave fov
others i our Lamilies ov community?

S, With this week’s story in mind, how wight Hhe Pollowing passages amplily or intevsect with our
understamding of ‘what spivitual supevheroes see?” Eph. ¢:1088; Heb 11:1-2; 2 Cov. 4:18; Heb. |1:27; John
20:29. How vealistic Aoes it seewm to speak of lavger vealities” when Lacing veal physical Aamger ov
other big Hhveats - is it “unbelievavle”?

So What?

¢.  Reflect on amd perhaps shave with each sther Hhose whom God may be prompting you to “kill with
kindness”, or Aisawm with grace. Ave theve also ways you ave feeling called to be genevous without
any agenda beyond caving amd helping? Any ‘suvprise pavties’ you need to be throwing? Pray for
each other.
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