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Lorsode 6 Spaker Qo A by

INTRODUCTION - What Is Your Kryptonite?
Matthew |8:8-9

THE STORY - The lustinct of lAclatvy

Nuwmbers 2|:4-9 + 2 Kings 18:4

®  (oNTEXT:  lsvael has wamdeved i the wildevuess fov decades. They have
veceived the Commamdments (the Tovah), have scouted out the “prowised
lamd”, amd awve mvolved i some battles Lov tevvitory.

®  ARE WE THERE YETZ: The Isvaelites become “impatient” with their journey amd
veturm to “grumbling”.  But Por the Pivst tHme thelr complaint is Aivected
against God himself along with Moses, suggesting that God has tvicked them
into coming into the wildevness to Aie.

®  GoD SENDS SERPENTS: GoA Avives Isvael to the point of vepentamce by sending
poisonous suakes to bite thewm. His tactic wovks ama the people ask for help.

®  GoD’s CREATIVE SoLuTioN: GoA commissions o wovk of avt - & swake sculptuve
wmounted on o pole. Moses made it amd placed i+ wheve all could see. |8 vitten,

people could ve healed simply by looking at the statue.
®  THE UNTOLD STORY: Isvarel tveasures the statue amd presevves it for genevations
untill we later find out they have been worshiping it in theiv Tewple.

LOOKING DEEPER - Reading Below The Lines

TAKE out #| - our vepentance and God’s fovgiveness Aoesn’t

always vemove all consequences.
The pecple asked God to vemove the suakes. Iustead, he gave them a
way to Aeal with the swake bites.

TAKE OUT #2 - God always looks for the cveative, velational way
to get something Aone.

God gives each of us giPts amd thew asks us to vepresent him
creatively amd collectively, as owe body. (e.g., | Covinthians 12)

TAKE OuT #3 - God’s vules ave wmade to be “broken”. (AnA if
“broken” sounds too visky to you, thew cvoss i out and write
‘internalized’, since that is wheve I'm going with this point,)

Like o uut, we break the shell to get at the heavt of each law. Like |
told my kids last mouth — Aow't just Lollow the vules, Pollow the reason
Lor the vules.

Exodus 20:4; Numbers 15:39; Hebrews 12:2

TAKE out #4 - We wust cultivate counsciousness of our owm
tendency to worship the ways God wovks vather Hhan God.

our challenge is to find the balamce between celebvating how God
wovks n our lives without worshipping amy one way.

CONCLUSION - Healing our Suakebites Today

Johw 3:14-|5

HOME CHURCH QUESTIONS

Wawvwming Up...
I. After briefly veviewing this week's message, shave owe new thing you leavned or one

thing that moest challenged, convicted, or encouraged you.

Look To The Book,..

2. The stovy of Moses amd the bronze sevpent vaises questions about how God’s people
should Pollow God's laws. Review the pavadox between Exodus 20:4 omA Numbevs
21:8. How Ao Christ's words i the Pollowing three passages help us undevstamad how
GoA womts us to velate to his written wovd? o) Matthew $:17-20; b) Luke 16:14-17;
oma ©) John 7:19-24.

So What...

3. Recall “Take out #4”. What might be some modern examples of “sevpeut wovship”
among Chvistiams today? In what ways Ao you pevsonally tend to glovify pavticular
ways God wovks over others? Pray for each other (ama the contemporavy church as
a whole), that we will walk the balamce between celebvating God’s Aiversity while
gratefully ewjoying the specific way he is working n our lives today.
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