Lorsode 7o Unbelie-Babel!

The Bivle -
Amazing chrounicle of history?
Ov a collection of unbelievable comic vook stovies?
People have Aiverse opinioms...

They sald to owe amother, "Come, let us make bricks amd buru thewm
thovoughly." Aud they used brick for stone, amd they used tav fov
wovtaw. They said, "Come, let us build for ouvselves a city, and a tower
whose top will veach into heaven, and let us make for ouvselves a
name, othevwise we will be scatteved abvoad over the face of the
whole eavth."

- Gewesis | 13-4 (NASB)

A humam unity without Hhe vision of God’s will is likely +o be ovdeved in
oppressive conformity. And it will finally be “in vain”.
- Walter Brueggemann

The puvpose of this passage, thevelfore, is not primavily the explanation
of the ovigin of Aiverse languages, but the condemmation and Aefeat
of the mperial avrogomce amd universal Aomination vepresented by
the symbol of Babylow.

- Jose Miguez-Bouino

People’s Aveams amd aspivations have always been embodied i cities,
buildings amd especially towers. This is true of the tower of Bavel as i+
is of the cathedval at Chavtves, The Eiffel Towey, the pyramids at
Giza, the Tovouto CN Tower ov the Wovld Tvade Cewtve in New Yovk
City.

- Briowm Walsh, (1995)

Why is i that empives always like building towers?
- N. T. Wright

The people womt o become a self-subficient elite who ave fvee from
omy weed to amswer to others. They waut to make o wame so that
they cam say to theiv challengers, “Who ave you?” A great veputation is
a selb-defense mechamism compavavle socially and spivitually o what
the tower itselt would have been militavily.

- W. Sivley Towner

This text suggests a Aiffevent kind of uwity sought by feavful
humamity orgamized against the puvposes of GoA. This unity attewmpts
to establish a cultuval, human ounewness without vefevence to the
Haveats, promises, ov moamdates of God. This is a self-made unity in
which humawmity has o “Rovtvess mentality”.

- Walter Brueggemann

Those i the uwiversities amd professions of our wovld whoe Aesive to be
loyal Chvistioams weed to thinks abresh thvough the issues of what
allegioamce to Jesus means i practice. It is uot enough to say one’s
prayevs n private, maintain high personal morality amd thew go to work
to vebulld Hhe tower of Bavel.”

- N.T. Wright

The lesson of Babel and the Aivection of the Bivle stovy should be
clear: True human security lies in Ading the will of God, n seeking the
900 of all the peoples, in establishing justice amd making peace.

- W. Sivley Towner

But the LORD came Aown to see the city amd the tower that the wmen
weve building. The LORD said, "If as one pecple speaking the same
lamguage they have begun to Ao this, then nothing they plam to Ao will
be impossivle for thewm. Cowme, let us go Aown amd cowfuse their
loamguage so they will not undevstomd each other." So the LORD
scatteved them from theve over all the eavth, amd they stopped
building the city.

- Gewesis | 1:5-8 (NIV)

Do you £ind the stovies in the Bivle..
UNBELIEVABLE?



