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INTRODUCTION - The Fraternity of Frail Super Hevoes

2 Covinthiowms 12:7-9

THE STORY - Hair Teday, Goon Tomovvow

® HERE WE Go AGAIN:  Isvael continues the pattern of turning away from Yahwelh whenever
life is calm. But this time, they dow't even cvy out to him. They ave content under the
leadevship of the Philistines. (13:1; Is:11)

® THE ANGEL of YAHWEH: Who is this human/Alvine being? (13:15-22)

® Mom & DAD: Sawmson’s mom is & strowg, intelligent, wise womam of Laith. His Aad, ow the other
hawmd, is & bit of & twit. (13:8-23)

® NAZIRITE Vow: Usually & voluntary amd temporavy vow of dedication to God symbolized by
a) avoiding dead bodies, b) avoiding grapes amd their juice, and ) aveiding haivcuts
(Numbers 6), Samson (ak.a, TitHe sun” ov “Suuny”) is called to be a Nazivite from wowmb o
Yowb. (1353-7)

o MINE! MINE! MINEL:  Is Sawmson o spoilled brat, getting what he wants, even @ it wmeans
Aisregavding his pavents? or is he following God’s Spivit amd moving outside of tHhe Law in
ovder to accomplish God’s will? (14:1-4)

® LioN & HoNEY: Sawsom kills & liow amd later eats honey out of its cavcass, breaking Nazivite
vule #1 (also see Leviticus | 1:39-40). (14:5-9)

®  MARRIAGE MAYHEM: Sowmsow gets his bvide, probably dvinking at the feast (Lit., Avinking pavty),
theveby breaking Nazivite vule #2, is double-cvossed i a bet that he cheats i amyway,
kills some Philistines (oreaking Nazivite vule #1 again), finds out his wike has meanwhile
been given away to his best man, kills some wmove Philistines amd burws their cvops, amd finds
out the Philistines have burned his wike as vevenge, so he kills some move Philistines. (14:10-
15:8)

® TURNED IN By His OwN PEOPLE: Soawmson’s Lellow Isvaelites choose combort amd secuvity avove
loyalty (to Sawmson amd +o God) amd turn Saumson over to o Philistine lynch mob, but Samson
kills them all anyway, using & Aowkey's jawvone. (15:9-1¢)

® WATER FRom A Rock: Like Moses, Sawmson veceives wivaculous water fvom a vock when
Hhivsty. (15:17-20)

® MORE SEx & VIOLENCE: Sowason Visits o Philistine prostitute ama vips off the gates of the city
whew he leaves. (16:1-3)

® DELILAH:  Sowmson’s wew love s his match, the femme Latale par excellence. Dellah
probably comes fvom laylah, meaning “Aavkwess”. Loyal to her pecple (ov at least to
hevseld), cunming, vesourceful, and Locussed. Dellah is wet attached to any wmom
(Wusbamd, father, brother), but has had to learn how to suvvive on hev own. Samson tells
her the secvet to his strength, losses it all, and is betvayed to the Philistines.

® BIG FiNIsH: Sowmsow (s blinded amd forced inte havd lavour. When brought +o a public
festival in the tewple, Samson prays to Goad for his strength to veturn amd brings Aown the
building by pushing on the main supports. He Aies with his enemies. But even at the end,
Samson’s motivation is his veveuge, not God’s glovy or his people’s Aelivevamce. (16:2131)

= _h

LOOKING DEEPER - Reading Below The Lines

TAKE ovuT #1 - Technically, our univevse is wot ‘magical, but it is PERSONAL. We
awve pevsons, living by and in the power of Aivine pevsonhood. (Acts 17:28)

Samson’s haiir wais wot o magical source of power, but a sywbol of the RELATIONSHIP he
had with God. Christ-Pollowers should veject the magical view of the universe in favour
of the personal view of the universe.

TAKE OUT #2 - Just because God wovks with our weakuesses, Aoesn’t mean being
weak should be our goal. our goal should be to stvive for maturity in Christ.

GoA used Samson’s sexual weakness to “pegin” what needed David to finish (13:5). Let’s
wot settle for less Hham our potential.

| Covinthioms 14:20; Ephesiams 4:1 |-1¢; Colossiams 1:28;
Hebrews S:| 1-¢3; Jawmes 14

TAKE OUT #3 - God will accomplish his loving will, with or without our help. we
have a veal choice.

We have free choice, within God’s ultimate will. our Heaveuly Father is the captain of
the ship. As his childvew, we have chdices to make, a velatiouship to enjoy, and people we
com sevve. As his passengers, we will end up wheve he wamts us.

Deutevonomy |:2¢; Isaiah 30:1S; Matthew ¢:10; 23:37; Luke 7:30; Acts 751;
Romaws 8:28; Ephesioms 4:30; Hebrews 3:8.

CONCLUSION - Adwitting Your Power, And Your Weakuness

Hebrews |1:32; Romawms §:28

HoOME CHURCH QUESTIONS

WARMING UP,..

I After briefly veviewing this week’s message, shave one wew thing you leavned or oue
Hing that most challengead, convicted, ov encouraged you.

Look To THE Book...

2. Read avout our call to matuvity in Ephesiams 4:11-1¢ amad Hebrews S:11-¢3. &) What
Hought ov verse stamds out to you the wmost? Why? b) What is the vole of church
leadevship? <) Whose vespousivility is our growth nto spivitual maturity? Why? A) Descrive
Hhe ways that om immature amd o matuve believer ave Aibfevent. In sther words, what
ave the mavks of maturity we should be strviving fov?

So WHATY,..

3. How mature ave you spivitually? In what aveas of your life Ao you weed to “grow up” the
wost? What Ao you feel convicted to work o fivst? Pray Lor each other avout this.
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